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THE HOPE OF IMMORTALITY 

The Christian Hope: A Study in the Doctrine of Immortality, 1 by 
William Adams Brown, is the latest handbook issued in the "Studies 
in Theology" series. The book sustains Professor Brown's reputation 
for scholarly familiarity with the materials involved and for skill in 
employing his material. As a "study" in a practical and somewhat 
popular sense it will certainly prove a useful and suggestive book for 
many who have a keen interest in this vital problem. It is written in 
a spirit and style which will make it helpful for the intelligent lay 
reader — the best book, on the whole, of which we know for interpreting 
the problem in a modern way for the untechnical mind. 

The plan of the book is admirable. In its general method of approach 
to the subject, viz., historical and inductive, many will discover its great- 
est service. A comprehensive historical survey of pre-Christian and 
Christian forms of belief in immortality is followed by a division in 
which Professor Brown offers a constructive discussion of the chief 
aspects of the problem involved. The doctrine is to be regarded as a 
growth. " Christianity has added to man's belief in the life after death 
two things: first, a new evidence of the fact; secondly, a new definition 
of its nature. The evidence for the fact is the personality of Jesus; 
the new definition of its nature is Christlikeness. Each of these is the 
direct contribution of Jesus to man's thought of the future" (p. 75). 

Considerable attention is given to Jesus' relationship to the Christian 
belief, and there is a chapter on the resurrection of Jesus in its relation 
to the problem. Throughout, there is a fine ethical emphasis and an 
insistence upon the spiritual root of the essentially Christian doctrine. 
The artificiality of intellectualism and the superficial limitation of nat- 
ural science in dealing with the spiritual fact are brought out in the 
course of the treatment. 

We think the book admirably calculated to accomplish what is its 
evident aim, viz., to orientate the reader to the modern method of regard- 
ing the elements of the problem, and to create the essentially ethica 
estimate of its nature and value. It is not so much by way of criticism 
as by way of noting the limitations of the handbook that we venture to 

1 The Christian Hope. By William Adams Brown. New York: Scribner, 1912. 
Pp. 215. 75 cents. 
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point out that some of the profounder aspects of the problem of method 
are left very obscure for the thoroughgoing thinker. We are uncertain 
of the presuppositions that underlie some of the conclusions. In spite 
of the fine ethical insight which pervades the treatment, we are left in 
uncertainty as to whether Professor Brown's appeal to Jesus and the 
Scriptures involves any of the traditional reliance upon supernaturalism, 
or whether we are to rely solely upon the spiritual pre-eminence of Jesus. 
The vexed "authority" problem is met only with indirection. There 
is a certain practical advantage in maintaining this obscurity today, for 
one who would be a "mediator" between two conflicting types of 
theological interpretation. In the unsettled state of theology today an 
irenic attitude has its great reward. And the multitude of readers and 
hearers are not concerned with the finer points of rational consistency. 
Still the philosophic reader who wants to think the whole matter through 
in scholarly fashion will wish that Professor Brown would declare himself 
in the matter of fundamental method, in order that we may evaluate 
the arguments in their intellectual satisfaction and consistency as well 
as in their satisfaction of the heart. 

A useful classified bibliography is subjoined to the volume. 

Herbert Alden Youtz 
Auburn Theological Seminary 



LIFE IN ANCIENT BABYLONIA 1 

The galleries and cases of our museums are being enriched every 
year by the "finds" of the near Orient. Those treasures are adding 
new increments to our fragmentary knowledge of the ancient civiliza- 
tions of that Orient. Each year's "finds" set aside some fond theory 
or some elaborate explication of former problems. Mr. Handcock 
has endeavored to gather up the old and the new and to present a 
picture, as complete as possible, of the civilization of ancient Babylonia 
and Assyria. The work follows the usual trend of books on archaeology, 
though of course adapted to that of the Mesopotamian valley. The 
first four (of the fourteen) chapters discuss I, (a) land and people; 
(b) sketch of Babylonian and Assyrian history; II, excavations; 
III, decipherment of the cuneiform inscriptions; and IV, cuneiform 
inscriptions. Then in succession we find: architecture; sculpture; 
metallurgy; painting; cylinder-seals; shell-engraving and ivory- work; 

1 Mesopotamian Archaeology. An Introduction to the Archaeology of Babylonia 
and Assyria. By Percy S. P. Handcock. With numerous illustrations, also maps. 
New York: Putnam, 1012. Pp. xvi+423. Price $3.50. 



